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March 1, 2018 

State Of Connecticut  

General Assembly 

300 Capitol Ave 

Hartford, CT  

 

RE: S.B. No. 9 AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT'S ENERGY FUTURE 

Testimony Before the Committee on Energy & Technology 

 

Dear Members of the Energy and Technology Committee: 

 

Here is my testimony about Proposed S.B. No. 9, An Act Concerning 

Connecticut's Energy Future.   

 

While I support the provision in this bill that would require 

Connecticut to update and extend its Renewable Portfolio 

Standard (RPS), I strongly oppose the provision to eliminate net 

metering for residential solar customers. 

 

Renewable Portfolio Standard:  I urge the committee to expand 

the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) to 40% or more by 2030. 

 

1. Currently Connecticut’s Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 

does not set any increase in standards beyond 2020; the 2020 

standard is notably less aggressive than neighboring states: 

Massachusetts, Maine, New York, Rhode Island, and 

Vermont.2/28/18 

2. To meet the emissions reduction goal recommended by the 

Governor’s Council on Climate Change, the proposed 

expansion of the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) to 40% 

by 2030 is the minimum required.  

3. Connecticut has made strong commitments to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions to curb climate change. To achieve 

those goals requires a transition to a clean energy economy 

that relies primarily on electricity generated from renewable 

sources. 

4. Compliance with a higher Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 

will concurrently reduce emissions of harmful pollutants 

such as nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, and mercury. Doing 

so provides substantial public health benefits for 

Connecticut residents. 

5. The Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) is practicable for 

Connecticut’s economic growth.  The Renewable Portfolio 



Standard (RPS) supports investments in renewables by ensuring 

both a market for that energy as well as a healthy 

competitive advantage over dirty fossil fuel-based energy. 

According to the U.S. Department of Energy, there are nearly 

37,000 energy efficiency and solar jobs in Connecticut.  

Continued expansion of renewables in Connecticut supports 

employment opportunities and economic growth. 

 

Net Metering: I strongly oppose the proposed elimination of net 

metering for residential solar customers; I urge the committee to 

reject this aspect of SB 9. 

 

1. In recent years Connecticut’s distributed solar market that 

has grown to support 2170 people in local jobs, an 11% increase 

over 2015 while reducing unnecessary utility costs for hard 

working residents. To meet climate cleanup commitments 

growth is essential. 

2. To end the right to consume roof top solar prevents the 

homeowner from consuming electricity generated on their 

own home. 

3. To end the right to store energy prevents the homeowner 

from charging their own batteries. 

4. To end the development of a clean grid keeps energy costs 

high and impairs public health. 

5. Increased metering and billing costs would results from two 

utility meters: one to measure electricity generated and one 

to measure electricity consumed. 

 

Thank you for strengthening Connecticut’s Renewable Portfolio 

Standard to meet Connecticut’s climate goals with local job 

creation and improved public health. 

 

Regards, 

 

Sharon Anne Byron, M.B.A. 

Simsbury, CT 06070 

860 305-0215 

s.byron@snet.net 

 

  


